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2025 SUNSET BAY WALLEYE SHOOT OUT - “The Premier Walleye Tournament of The Great Lakes”




Hello Tournament Anglers,
We would like to thank you for particapting in the 2025 Sunset Bay Walleye Shoot Out.

This years tournament was our 15" Anniversary tournament and we were very pleased
with the growth and value our anglers experienced throughout all phases of the tournament.

The weather had a signifanct impact, not so much on the fishing but certainly on the
venue; my hats of to all of our volunteers that worked ‘double-duty’ in preparation and in the
rebuilding of our venue from the Thursday wind storm.

This publication is a new addition that we are going to provide annually as our
“Tournament Yearbook” to provide a summary of highlights of this years event.

Thank you to all of our partnering sponsors as they are the key to our success and allow
us to grow every year; and provide a world class tournament for all of our anglers. We are
already building out an even bigger and better 2026 Sunset Bay Walleye Shootout with some
incredible advancements already underway. Our first of 5 tournment publications for the 2026
Tournament will be sent out November 1%. Stay tuned for continuous updates and
advancements throughout the year.

Registration for the 2026 tournament is currently open; along with the Big Wave
Calcutta. Entry forms are included in this year book for your convenience; get registered today

and take advantage of the expanded early bird prize opportunities.

Should you have any questions or comments on any of the enclosed information, please
feel free to contact me directly at anytime. | look forward to hearing from you.

Tight Lines!

C?b@m ﬂ’%&ﬁ{‘

Capt. Don Ruppert - Direct—716.435.4137 / Email — donaldjruppert1970@outlook.com

The 2025 Sunset Bay Walleye Shoot Out — The Premier Walleye Tournament of the Great Lakes!



mailto:donaldjruppert1970@outlook.com

2025 Tournament Champions

4 Lurescon 072025
L. r @% IVINGSTONLURES.

N : ;
%@ Main Event Champion el [ZQ!ZOZQ

PAY )
B | oorso- DON SKENIIE avounr s B FTR= ]

forty six thousand four hundred Stventy £ive and %eo oo, ans

Memo___ 2025 Champi Copif Done Ko T

AU/THORIZED SI/G‘IATURE

GARMIN. e SZEETER st

The Way To Fish. OLSONIBROS.

MARINE, INC

p—

Knee Deep Sportfishing — Don Skellie and his team with back to back championships
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2025 Official Results — Top 15 Main Event

Division: SSBWS

Total Big Fish Team Team#
1 36.80 6.31 DON SKELLIE-* KNEE DEEP 168
2 36.46 ASHTON LAIRD-* LIME LAKE MARINA 198
3 35.73 6.69 DAN HANLEY-* DRAG'N'LURES 35
4 35.73 6.59 COLTON KNEER-" LIMIT TAKERS 134
5 35.18 6.52 CRAIG KAWSKI-* REEL PARADISE 161
6 35.09 6.64 FRANK SIMONICK-* PRINCE OTTO 81
7 35.00 8.58 GARRY OLSEN JR.-* REEL HARD SPORTFISHI 129
8 34.99 6.22 COLIN GAWRONSKI-* SWEET LIFE 4
9 34.49 JESSE NUSSBAUM-* 5 ALIVE 42
10 34.43 9.62 ADAM DIANTE-* VALLEY OUTDOORS 193
" 34.37 8.02 CHUCK POHLMAN-* CATCH THE BEST 85
12 34.31 6.47 JOE PAPALIA-* CRS 92
13 34.13 8.84 WAYNE FORSTER-* TEAM SHIP FACED 114
14 33.96 6.34 PETE SZKLANKA-* TRIPLE THREAT 12
15 33.91 6.75 NICK SCHMIDT-* UNDERDOG 87

Congratulations to Don Skellie and Knee Deep Sportfishing on their back to back
Championship victories. As we have had teams win the event more than once; this was the first
time to have a team win it consecutively.

Great job to 2" Place (Ashton Laird — Lime Lake Marine) and 3™ Place (Dan Hanley —
Dragin Lures) on their respectable finishes.

Another honorbale mention was the tie for 3™ and 4" place in the main event; the
biggest fish of the teams box was utilized to determine the winner. It was only 0.10 |bs between
them. Nice work to Colton Kneer and his team for their 4™ place finish

Complete fleet standing are available on our website at www.walleyeshootout.com
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Largest Walleye — Main Event
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Adam Diante — Valley Outdoors (Center) with John Studley (right) and Brad Sischo (left)

TOP TEN LARGEST WALLEYES OF MAIN EVENT

Big Fish Team

9.62
8.84
8.58
8.40
8.34
8.17
8.02
71.67
7.66
7.59

ADAM DIANTE-* VALLEY OUTDOORS

WAYNE FORSTER-* TEAM SHIP FACED
GARRY OLSEN JR.-* REEL HARD SPORTFISHI
TYLER HALE-* WALLEYE REAPERS 1

TODD DOTY-* HER EYE DIA

NATE GERNATT-* CRANK YANKERS

CHUCK POHLMAN-" CATCH THE BEST

JUAN DELAROSA-* MAGIC JAUN

BRIAN RANKEN-* PEARL JACK

DAVID PETERS-* HEAVY HOOKERS
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193
114
129

99
108
32
85
61
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Big Fish Friday Winners

1°t Place — Rob Oram / Eye-Con Fishing Team (Kevin Holobicky & Matt Moscicki)

TOP TEN WALLEYES OF BIG FISH FRIDAY

Total Big Fish Team Team#
1 9.31 9.31 ROB ORAM-* EYE-CON 80
2 8.30 8.30 RALPH EADES-* ROCK N REEL 27
3 8.04 8.04 THOMAS MIRANDA-* POLE DANCER 58
4 1.97 1.97 RICHARD BALIVA-* CRAZY IVAN 191
4 1.97 1.97 RON MORCIO-* WHO'S YOUR UNCLE 127
6 7.94 7.94 CHUCK SABATOSE-* MUDDY CREEK TACKLE 28
7 7.91 7.91 CRAIG SLEEMAN-* MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 50
8 7.51 71.51 WYATT SHAFFER-* PREQ ISLE FISH & FAR 14
9 1.47 1.47 VINCENT MANCUSO-* ANDIAMO OUTDOORS 173
10 7.40 7.40 DAVID LEWANDOWSKI-* BOTTOM BOUNCERS 68
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Pre Fish Pot Thursday (Fish Donkey)

FISHDONKEY —
y 4

The Thursday pre fish pot was the second year we offered this and we seen significant
interest and growth with this addition. We had over 25% growth, going from 30 teams last year
to 38 boats the 2025 tournanament. Registration is now open for the 2026 Sunset Bay Walleye
Shoot Out (Fish Donkey) and is capped at 100 boats for 2026.

1. Chris Logan
27.75

2. Jon Jones
27.50

3. Michael Fox
27

Download the Fish Donkey App, its free and register today !

ﬁ
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Tackle for Your Eyes
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Calcutta Highlights

Calcutta Option 1%t Place 2" Place 3" Place
Captains Calcutta Don Skellie Ashton Laird Dan Hanley
Knee Deep Sportfishing Lime Lake Marine Dragin Lures
Main Calcutta Don Skellie Ashton Laird Dan Hanley
Knee Deep Sportfishing Lime Lake Marine Dragin Lures
Rookie Calcuatta Don Skellie Ashton Laird Dan Hanley
Knee Deep Sportfishing Lime Lake Marine Dragin Lures

Big Eeye Calcutta Adam Diate Wayne Forster Gary Olsen

Valley Outdoors Ship Faced Reel Hard Fishing

Veterans Calcutta

We were exdtremely proud to offer our new veterans calacutta for the 2025; and it will
be a standard for the Sunset Bay Walleye Shoot Out. The 15year for this clacutta was won by
William Sam and Team Fishin’ Crew.

Ella Monaco performing the National Anthem on stage Thank you to all those who have served!
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The Big Wave Calcutta Highlights

The Big Wave Calcutta has grown to be an extremely popular part of the tournament.
Congratulations to this years Big Wave winners.

2025 Green Fleet Main Event Blue Fleet Main Event
1°* Place Dan Hanley 3" Place Don Skellie 1** Place
(510,000.00) (Draggin Lures) (Knee Deep)

2" Place Colin Gawronski 8% Place Jesse Nussbaum 9% Place
(56,000.00) (Sweet Life) (5 Alive)

3" pPlace Joe Kramer 16" Place Ron Morcio 18t Place
(54,000.00) (Team Kra-Mar) (Whos Ur Uncle)

We have opened the 2026 Big Wave Calcutta registration. This is open to the 1°* 40 boats
registered for this segment. Please find the registration form at the back of this yearbook.
Register today and secure your spot for the 2026 tournament.

GARMIN.
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ENGINEERED FOR :
PERFORMANCE

LCold Water

“A” LOW PROFILE REELS

Engineered for sericus saimon and walleye anglers, the all
new Cold Water A" Low-Profile Line Counter Reels biend
axtng-edge technology with unmatched durabiley to dellver
exceptional performance on the water. Featuring 368 + 1RE
staniess steel ball bearings and a 5.4:1 gear ratio avalable In
both left and right-hand retrieve, these reels delver up to 30 bs
of maximum drag output. Avalable in 358 and 454 sizes, Cold
Water Low-Prafile "A" Reels are perfect for tralling, jIgging, back
bouncing, float fishing, and more.

ok Lo N puss Coem
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Partnering Sponsorship / Excellence Award

Thank you to Mark McQuown and everyone at Garmin for their continious support of our
tournament. Their involvement and partnership is greatly appreciated by our staff and
tournament anglers alike. Their commitment to our event is truly second to none.

GARMIN.

The 2025 Sunset Bay Walleye Shoot Out — The Premier Walleye Tournament of the Great Lakes!
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Partnering Sponsorship / Excellence Award

Thank you to Eliska and the entire team Runnings. The advancement of our partnerhsip
has truly excelerated the growth of our tournament. Their contirbutions every year are
tremendous and very much appreciated.

Your Home. Faun g & Owldbon Slove

UNITinGs
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Partnering Sponsorship / Excellence Award

Last but certianly not least; another incredible partnership that has evolved from our
beginning is Mr. Sal Lima and our friends at Camping Wolrd. Their generosity, support and
innovative ideas have truly help us provide unmatched value to our fleet.

£ i'/ oy
.o i v;

CAMPING WORLD
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Irving Location

QS 1-800-421-2464
11099 Route 5 Irving, NY 1408
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Motor Madness Winners

Thank you to all our local marinas and their tremendous support and contributions

——

OLSON BROS.
MARINE, INC.

- STARCRAFT~ MERCURY * AMERICANANGLER
— B-CIZ2516

- N:Tonawanda, NY~_

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Means & Curtis Loveless Mr. John Zimdahl of Collins Marine &

of Bow & Stern Marine Team Reel Nutz

The 2025 Sunset Bay Walleye Shoot Out — The Premier Walleye Tournament of the Great Lakes!

17




TACTICAL FISRING GEAR
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Community Appreciation

We take great pride in supporting the local communities within the Western New York
region. | would like to thank all the anglers who's generosity this summer made for such a
positive impact for those less fortunate. Raising over $6,000.00 in contributions to several great
organizations.

Your efforts generated $2,420.00 in cash doantion and a modest amount of non
perishable food donations for the Silver Creek Food Pantry. We were proud to present this at
the Sunday morning Breakfast of Champions.
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The 50/50 drawing generated $2,100.00 in cash donations for the Sunset Bay Volunteer
Fire Company. Other donations collected, organized and provided to
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Thank You Again, as the 2025 tournament set new records in fund-raising for them.
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AMERICA'S TACKLE SHOP*

(

'EXCLUSIVE COLORS

Available in 2 Sizes
MINNOW - 44", % oz

® JUNIOR MINNOW - 3 127, % 0z

CRISP
(CRSP)

GAS

(ORRP)

{ W/RED EYE

OG PERCH

#3 COLORADO
€53 45 COLORADO #4.5 WILLOW WIDE WILLOW
CTS5 #6 TOMAHAWK WS4.5 WWS6
TOMS6
BUEFFALO FOR COMPLETE COLOR CHARTS

TACKLE

(NUGN)

C/ 6 Blade Styles - Up to 62 Hot Colors
’ Cutting Edge Quality
Premium Blades
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INTRODUCING THE

LIGHTEST
350-HP
OUTBOARD

ON THE WATER

THE NEW YAMAHA
4.3L V6 OFFSHORE F350

At 629 pounds, Yamaha's new V6 Offshore F350 is

a featherweight knockout. Stealing all the best design

cues and advanced features from its V6 and V8 siblings,

the new F350 is the dawn of a new power platform. It's also

the lightest F350 in its class—by more than 65 pounds. Pair

it with Helm Master® EX and Siren 3 Pro for exhilarating

boating and incredible control in a powerfully light design. .@
THE ALL-NEW YAMAHA 4.3L V6 OFFSHORE F350.

SCAN FOR MORE DE A r ¥ :
Message and data rates/mady apply, :
May not be available gh a)f devices.

REMEMEER to atways observ . 55 propery with a -approvec atation device and -
protective gear. This do f 1 ompanies. Any (
el o ather ¢ o oducts are 340 . 1T .

% Yaimata Mot O Reliability Starts Here.
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— (612) 834-4959
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& waveproshock.com

(::Traxstech

Jraxstech.com

The Ultinate Fioticng Sgolewe!
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Tournament Photos
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Thank you to all our teams/anglers
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LIVESCOPE" PLUS

The best of the best
just got better
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A Greater Neagara —— FEBRUARY 2026

FISHI “ Thurs. 19: 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
# 3 Fri. 20: 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
EXPO Sat. 21: 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

THE TEACHING FISHING SHOW Sun. 22: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Upstate New York ™
a.li“‘a

/
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. CHURCH

OUR TX-12 MINI HAS STARTED
A GROWING, SMALLER BOARD
TREND AMONG PRO ANGLERS!
*\ery capable of pulling most walleye-sized baits

* Easier fish retrieval and spread management
* Reduced strain on equipment ¢ 7-%2"Lx 3" W

& *A CHURCH TACKLE ORIGINAL,
Tx IE MlNI EXCLUSIVE SIZE
THE WALLEYE TX-22 SPECIAL TX-005 & 007
BOARD -PRO-PACK STERN PLANERS

* 10"Lx 372" W e 972" L x 3-348" W

1Tl

MADE IN USA churchtackle.com
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CAMPING WORLD goodsam

FUEL TREATMENT
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When your
season ends,
ours begins.

Trust your boat to the pros
at Evans Self Storage

Secure, convenient boat storage
starting at $35/month.

When it's time to take your pride and joy out of
the water, trust it to the pros at Evans Self Storage.

We're locally owned & operated and committed
to making sure that your boat is well cared for and
your experience with us is a great one!

Book your space online anytime
at evanselfstorage.com

EVANS

SELF STORAGE

1670 Eden Evans Center Rd., Angola
(716) 549-0338 | evanselfstorage.com

Michigan Stinger Spoons:
Built for Success
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e B .
120 Central Ave Suite A, Silver Creek, NY 14136, USA Sho p Hours

DMNOINIDI AY D:00am-6:00pm
KuppelTireLLC@yahoo.com TUESIDAY 9:00am-6:00pm
SWYWEHEIDINESIDDA™NY D:00am-6:00p1m

THURSIDAY 9:00am-6:00
(716) 951-TIRE (8473) e
FRIID> AN D:00am-6:00p1m
SATURIDAY AAppointment Only

Call to make an appointment SUNDAY CTLOSED

Evervthing in Batieries
from Alkaline to Locomotive

Tom Murrer
Operations Manager

4109 ST. FRANCIS DR. (Big Tree & Rt. 75)
HAMBURG, NY 14075
PHONE: 716.824.1987
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A Financial Trust

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Cheektowaga Branch West Seneca Branch
3333 Harlem Road 4257 Seneca St
Cheektowaga, NY 14225 West Seneca, NY 14224
Orchard Park Branch Grand Island Branch
6520 Webster Road 2014 Grand Island Boulevard
Orchard Park, NY 14127 Grand Island, NY 14072
Blasdell Branch Hanover Branch
3291 Lakeshore Road 604 Route 5 & 20
Blasdell, NY 14219 Irving, NY 14081

ECMC Branch

462 Grider Street

| Buffalo, NY 14215

Phone: 716-831-3007
Fax: 716-773-5647

eMail: Service@ftcu.net

The 2025 Sunset Bay Walleye Shoot Out — The Premier Walleye Tournament of the Great Lakes!
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Our Home Town Team

My team and | cant thank our Sunset Bay volunteers enough, they are simply amazing.
Over 40 great friends stepped up on so many levels to assist our visiting anglers to ensure that

our tournament is the most successful event possible. We couldn’t do it wothout them.
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Early Bird Prize Winner

It pays to secure your spot within the Sunset Bay Walleye Shoot Out early. On behalf of
LakeShore Hardware, we would like to congratulate Mr. Ken Rodland of Northeast, PA who won
the 2025 Early Bird Prize package.

Lakeshore Hardware generously donated a complete turn-key Ariens Snowblower
package. The efforts and generosity of Randy and his staff are truly something special.

Please visit them often for all your equipment needs !
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2026

Sunset Bay Walleye Shoot Out - Professional Walleye Tournament

Team Hame:

1 nben i R wl} Laa g ibsTHpl -

Boak Irfarmation:

AMHGLER INFORMATION: (26 anglers per team)
Todsnament Entry Faas Amount ¥ Sekached
Flease fill gach argler's informaticn cormpbete by amed Charky Malm Event Saturday £oo0ap
Team ':ﬂl:t.'hﬂ: T hie fallraing sre ol cpticnsl pa-iy <l tha
Address: - - foumement.
Gty ~ sme Op Big Fish Friday 100,00
. ) BFF - Huri ¢ pakd ai tirres of main sreey

Email:__ Ceell: _ s P -l i
Teammate: - Lalcuta’s

R T i dalleraving foue 4} Calcatia azbiane
Address: cmn b paid sk the dme of mein
|:|1'r._ _Etﬂtﬂ':_ _LF ug ivierton, ar Bey can be pid ok the
EI‘I1:|i|:_ Cedl: _ corinina mendng

1] Captaind Ondkcs 2IE5000
Teamsmate:_ — — 2| Main $ 100,00
Akt f3: 3 Raoki SO0
City-__ __ Stare:_ __Im d e —
Ermnail: Ciedll: £ Big Eysx 510000
TRt o o Total Enclosed
Address:
City: _Srate: Zip __ _
Email: _Cell:
Due Date is May 1%, 2006

Teamimeate:_ . _ 2026 Enpansion/Mew Teams
Address: Positan secured on first registration receneed
City-__ __ Stare:_ __Im
Email:___ Cedl: _ Begistratons are to be paid in S Funds to:
Teamimeate: . Cwanald ). Auppert
Address: P, Box 359
Cityr__ _ Stafe: __Im Hamburng, New York 14075
Email:_ _Cell:___
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2026 Sunset Bay Walleye Shoot Out - Professional Walleye Tournament

W &
S 161 Year e
TEAM WAIVER
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Get compliments
without fishing for them.

With Shurhold on board, you make waves before
you |eave the marina. Clean, protect, and perfect
every surface with premium solutions. !

that help you shine bright. Wl

Build your boat care
bundle at Shurhold.com
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2026

Sunset Bay Walleye Shoot Out - Professional Walleye Tournament

BIG WAVE CALCUTTA REGISTRATION FORM

Team Mame :

Boat Information: | Pdaka/RadelLaagthiHal -

AMGLER/TEAR INFORMATIORN:

Fleate fill each arglers informat on coergkete by ared Claarky

Team Captasn: _
Address:

ity State: Iin
Email:___ Cell:

Tournament Option

Arrioun

Faid

202 Big Wave Caloutta

51,000.00

Total Enclosed

wlail FarmyPayment To:
Conald 1. Fupaoert

Pl Bow 359

Hamburg, Mew York 14075

We are excited to again affer the wery popular Big Wave Calcutta for the 2026 Ssnset Bay
Walleye Shoot Out. This Hagh-Valwe Calcwtta is open ta the first farty [40) teams registered. Two [2)
Fleets of 20 boats will be drasen randomidy to determine the Green and the Blue Flests. Each fleet will
have 100% payout and pay the tap three [3) positans for each fleet.

$1,000.00 PER BOAT

Posmtion | GREEN FLEET BLLAE FLEET
1% Place S1000000 5200, 000,00
1 Place 26, 00 0 56, 000000
3 Place 000, (0 5400000

S20,000.00 520, 000, 00

Sonus: Highest weight between the two fleets willl win an entry inbo the 2027 Tosmament {$500000)

This will sefl awt fast, don’t miss out, get registered todary!

Sunset Bay Walleye Shoot Out — The premier walleye tournament of the Great Lakes!

The 2025 Sunset Bay Walleye Shoot Out — The Premier Walleye Tournament of the Great Lakes!
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PREMIUM TROLLING GEAR
FOR THE DISCERNING ANGLER

« ROD HOLDERS

« TRACK SYSTEMS
« PLANER MASTS

« DOWN RIGGERS
« TROLLING GEAR
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INSPIRED FISHING

Congratulations to all of winners and thank you to all of our anglers, sponsors and
volunteers for an incredible 2025 — 15" annual Sunset Bay Walleye Shoot Out. Thank you for
being here and we look forward to 2026. Stay tuned for some incredible announcements.

GARMIN.
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SAVE THEDATL

The 2026 Sunset Bay Walleye Shoot Out is proud to again return on our annual 3™
Saturday of July for next year. The success of this year’s 15" anniversary was tremendous, and

we are already building out an even bigger event for 2026.

OFFICIAL 2026 DATES (Main Event — Saturday, July 18" - 2026)
Captains Meeting 7-16 / Big Fish Friday 7-17 / Breakfast of Champions 7-19

¢ The 2026 tournament registration is now open, the team registration form and waiver is available
online @ www.walleyeshootout.com. Take advantage of the enormous early bird prizes

e The registration for the Big Wave Calcutta is also open. This form is also available online and open to
the first 40 teams registered. For more information/details text 716.435.4137 or 716.912.5180

SREETER. SBYAMAHA SPEETER.

panrormance CITTITV-RT VS Y CEIEIINTED] Fis-anG BOATS

TOURCHAUTAUQUA.com

www.walleyeshootout.com

Your Home. Favn g & Ouldbor. Stove

unrings
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