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Hello Tournament Anglers, 
 
 We would like to thank you for particapting in the 2025 Sunset Bay Walleye Shoot Out. 
 
 This years tournament was our 15th Anniversary tournament and we were very pleased 
with the growth and value our anglers experienced throughout all phases of the tournament. 
 
 The weather had a signifanct impact, not so much on the fishing but certainly on the 
venue; my hats of to all of our volunteers that worked ‘double-duty’ in preparation and in the 
rebuilding of our venue from the Thursday wind storm. 
 
 This publication is a new addition that we are going to provide annually as our 
“Tournament Yearbook” to provide a summary of highlights of this years event. 
 
 Thank you to all of our partnering sponsors as they are the key to our success and allow 
us to grow every year; and provide a world class tournament for all of our anglers. We are 
already building out an even bigger and better 2026 Sunset Bay Walleye Shootout with some 
incredible advancements already underway. Our first of 5 tournment publications  for the 2026 
Tournament will be sent out November 1st. Stay tuned for continuous updates and 
advancements throughout the year.  
 
              Registration for the 2026 tournament is currently open; along with the Big Wave 
Calcutta. Entry forms are included in this year book for your convenience; get registered today 
and take advantage of the expanded early bird prize opportunities. 
 
 Should you have any questions or comments on any of the enclosed information, please 
feel free to contact me directly at anytime. I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Tight Lines! 
 

 
Capt. Don Ruppert  -   Direct – 716.435.4137 / Email – donaldjruppert1970@outlook.com                 

mailto:donaldjruppert1970@outlook.com
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                  2025 Tournament Champions  
 

                                                                                                                                                                
                                 Knee Deep Sportfishing – Don Skellie and his team with back to back championships 
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                    2025 Official Results – Top 15 Main Event         

 

 

 Congratulations to Don Skellie and Knee Deep Sportfishing on their back to back 

Championship victories. As we have had teams win the event more than once; this was the first 

time to have a team win it consecutively. 

 Great job to 2nd Place (Ashton Laird – Lime Lake Marine) and 3rd Place (Dan Hanley – 

Dragin Lures) on their respectable finishes. 

 Another honorbale mention was the tie for 3rd and 4th place in the main event; the 

biggest fish of the teams box was utilized to determine the winner. It was only 0.10 lbs between 

them. Nice work to Colton Kneer and his team for their 4th place finish 

 Complete fleet standing are available on our website at www.walleyeshootout.com  

http://www.walleyeshootout.com/
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                                            Largest Walleye – Main Event  

 

        Adam Diante – Valley Outdoors (Center) with John Studley (right) and Brad Sischo (left) 
  
                                             TOP TEN LARGEST WALLEYES OF MAIN EVENT 
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                        Big Fish Friday Winners                                                                                                              
 

                     
 
             1st Place – Rob Oram / Eye-Con Fishing Team (Kevin Holobicky & Matt Moscicki) 
 
         

                        TOP TEN WALLEYES OF BIG FISH FRIDAY 
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                     Pre Fish Pot Thursday (Fish Donkey)           
 

                                  

           The Thursday pre fish pot  was the second year we offered this and we seen significant 
interest and growth with this addition. We had over 25% growth, going from 30 teams last year 
to 38 boats the 2025 tournanament. Registration is now open for the 2026 Sunset Bay Walleye 
Shoot Out (Fish Donkey) and is capped at 100 boats for 2026. 
 

                                                      
                               Download the Fish Donkey App, its free and register today !   
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                               Calcutta Highlights             
 
          

                Calcutta Option                 1st Place          2nd Place           3rd Place 

Captains Calcutta            Don Skellie  
Knee Deep Sportfishing 

Ashton Laird 
Lime Lake Marine 

       Dan Hanley 
      Dragin Lures 

Main Calcutta           Don Skellie  
Knee Deep Sportfishing 

Ashton Laird 
    Lime Lake Marine 

       Dan Hanley 
      Dragin Lures 

Rookie Calcuatta           Don Skellie  
Knee Deep Sportfishing 

Ashton Laird 
     Lime Lake Marine 

       Dan Hanley 
      Dragin Lures 

Big Eeye Calcutta          Adam Diate 
     Valley Outdoors  

      Wayne Forster 
         Ship Faced  

      Gary Olsen 
   Reel Hard Fishing 

 

                                  Veterans Calcutta  
 

 We were exdtremely proud to offer our new veterans calacutta for the 2025; and it will 
be a standard for the Sunset Bay Walleye Shoot Out. The 1st year for this clacutta was won by  
William Sam and Team Fishin’ Crew.  
 

                                                                                       
 

     
 
Ella Monaco performing the National Anthem on stage Thank you to all those who have served! 
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                         The Big Wave Calcutta Highlights  

         

     
       

         The Big Wave Calcutta has grown to be an extremely popular part of the tournament.  
Congratulations to this years Big Wave winners. 
 
              2025     Green Fleet  Main Event      Blue Fleet  Main Event 

1st Place 
($10,000.00)  

    Dan Hanley 
 (Draggin Lures) 

   3rd Place     Don Skellie 
   (Knee Deep) 

    1st Place 

2nd Place  
($6,000.00) 

Colin Gawronski 
   (Sweet Life) 

   8th Place Jesse Nussbaum 
       (5 Alive) 

    9th Place 

3rd Place  
($4,000.00) 

    Joe Kramer 
(Team Kra-Mar) 

 16th Place     Ron Morcio 
(Whos Ur Uncle) 

   18th Place 

 
 We  have opened the 2026 Big Wave Calcutta registration. This is open to the 1st 40 boats 
registered for this segment. Please find the registration form at the back of this yearbook. 
Register today and secure your spot for the 2026 tournament. 
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            Partnering Sponsorship / Excellence Award            
 

 Thank you to Mark McQuown and everyone at Garmin for their continious support of our 
tournament. Their involvement and partnership is greatly appreciated by our staff and 
tournament anglers alike. Their commitment to our event is truly second to none.  
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      Partnering Sponsorship / Excellence Award            

 

             Thank you to Eliska and the entire team Runnings. The advancement of our partnerhsip 
has truly excelerated the growth of our tournament. Their contirbutions every year are 
tremendous and very much appreciated.  
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     Partnering Sponsorship / Excellence Award 

 

 Last but certianly not least; another incredible partnership that has evolved from our 
beginning is Mr. Sal Lima and our friends at Camping Wolrd. Their generosity, support and 
innovative ideas have truly help us provide unmatched value to our fleet. 
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                      Motor Madness Winners           
  

  Thank you to all our local marinas and their tremendous support and contributions  

                                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                           
 

                                                    Mark Dixon & Gary Pudlewski of Olson Marine  

                                                             

                                                                

    Mr. & Mrs. Tom Means & Curtis Loveless                  Mr. John Zimdahl of Collins Marine & 

                of Bow & Stern Marine                                                        Team Reel Nutz                                               
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                      Community Appreciation             
 
 We take great pride in supporting the local communities within the Western New York 
region. I would like to thank all the anglers who’s generosity this summer made for such a 
positive impact for those less fortunate. Raising over $6,000.00 in contributions to several great 
organizations. 
 
 Your efforts generated $2,420.00 in cash doantion and a modest amount of non 
perishable food donations for the Silver Creek Food Pantry. We were proud to present this at 
the Sunday morning Breakfast of Champions. 

          

The 50/50 drawing generated $2,100.00 in cash donations for the Sunset Bay Volunteer 
Fire Company. Other donations collected, organized and provided to 

 

      
 
          Thank You Again, as the 2025 tournament set new records in fund-raising for them. 
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                         Tournament Photos   

              

    

    

   

  Thank you to all our teams/anglers 
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                         Our Home Town Team             

 My team and I cant thank our Sunset Bay volunteers enough, they are simply amazing. 

Over 40 great friends stepped up on so many levels to assist our visiting anglers to ensure that 

our tournament is the most successful event possible. We couldn’t do it wothout them.  
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                          Early Bird Prize Winner                                  
 It pays to secure your spot within the Sunset Bay Walleye Shoot Out early. On behalf of 

LakeShore Hardware, we would like to congratulate Mr. Ken Rodland of Northeast, PA who won 

the 2025 Early Bird Prize package. 

 Lakeshore Hardware generously donated a complete turn-key Ariens Snowblower 

package. The efforts and generosity of Randy and his staff are truly something special.  

                                        Please visit them often for all your equipment needs ! 
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 Congratulations to all of winners and thank you to all of our anglers, sponsors and 

volunteers for an incredible 2025 – 15th annual Sunset Bay Walleye Shoot Out. Thank you for 

being here and we look forward to 2026. Stay tuned for some incredible announcements. 
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           TOURCHAUTAUQUA.com         

                               www.walleyeshootout.com      

                         

                                                   

http://www.walleyeshootout.com/

